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son was in a different way from that of Kis daughter, and that she had declared herself so positively in that part, he had desired them privately not to bring their son to dinner. When they were come, and before his daughter was called in, the father told them how the case stood between him and his eldest daughter, and that he saw no remedy but this; that, as he had not told her anything of the design of this invitation, or that they were the family he had designed her a husband out of; so, if they thought fit to turn their eyes to his second daughter, he was in hopes she would have more wit than to run into the ridiculous scruples of the eldest. They presently agreed, that it was not at all reasonable to force the inclination of the young lady; that they saw no room to bring the opinions in religion together, in their children, their opinions at that time differing extremely, and their son being as positive, they believed, as his daughter: so they said, With all their hearts ; if their son could fancy the second daughter as well, it should be the same thing to them. However, the mother of the young gentleman asked him if he would give her leave to enter into discourse with his daughter upon the subject of her scruples ? He told her, With all his heart, for he would be glad to have her change her mind; because, as, on the one hand, he should be very well satisfied to bring them together, so he really thought her notions were empty and simple^ and should be glad she was made wiser; But then, madam, says he, you must not discover the real design, for if you do, she will be backward to speak freely. She agreed to that, and so this private discourse ended ; and his daughters being introduced, and the usual ceremonies passed, they went to dinner, the young ladies knowing nothing of the design of their being invited.